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value of the produce after deducting the cost of cultivation.
Gentlemen, if this means one-half the economic rent, as
Sir Charles Wood desired it to be in his despatch of 1864,
then the tax should not exceed one-sixth the produce of
any field, and should, for the whole Province, be about one-
tenth the average produce as it is in Nofthern India.
bombay and the punjab
Gentlemen, I have not time today to go over the land-
revenue arrangements in other parts of   India—of   the
Bombay Presidency or of the Punjab.   In Bombay we have
generally the same system as in Madras, the Government
generally receiving the tax direct from the cultivators. But
the settlement officers in Bombay take into consideration
what has1 been paid by cultivators in previous years without
difficulty, and do not endeavour to estimate the field pro-
duce at all;—under such a system, where is the security to
the cultivator, where is the motive to save ? In the Punjab
the land-system is somewhat similar to that of the North-
Westem Provinces; but you will find on examination that
neither in Bombay nor in the Punjab is the     cultivator
assured an adequate proportion of the produce of the land
he cultivates; and without such assurance his condition
cannot be improved and he cannot be saved from famines
merely by tinkering with his relations with his money-
lender.   I am not discussing today the merits of the differ-
ent systems prevailing in the different Provinces of India—
the Zemindar! system of Bengal, the Talukdari system of
Gudh, the Mahalwari system of the North-West, the Malgu-
zari system of Central India, or the Ryotwari system of
Southern India,   Nor am I discussing .the desirability of
extending the Permanent Settlement to all parts of India
as was recommended by Lord Canning in 1860, though I

